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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 
Listing of r?h»m«. 

1 . (Previously Presented) A method for upgrading a hearing aid device, said method 
comprising: 

(a) reading device information from the hearing aid device, the device information 
including at least a model indication and a serial number; 

(b) sending the device information to a hearing aid upgrade server via a network; 

(c) subsequently receiving upgrade data from the hearing aid upgrade server via the 
network, the upgrade data being obtained at the hearing aid upgrade server based on the device 
information; and 

(d) upgrading the hearing aid device based on the upgrade data. 

2. (Original) A method as recited in claim 1, wherein said upgrading (d) comprises 
programming the hearing aid device in accordance with the upgrade data. 

3. (Original) A method as recited in claim 2, 

wherein said method is performed by a local programming station that operatively 
connects to the hearing aid upgrade server via the network, and 

wherein the local programming station is operatively connected to the hearing aid device. 

4. (Original) A method as recited in claim 3, wherein the local programming station is provided 
at a hearing aid dispensing office. 



5. (Original) A method as recited in claim 1, wherein the hearing aid device comprises a 
reprogrammable memory, and 

wherein said upgrading (d) comprises programming the reprogrammable memory of the 
hearing aid device. 
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6. (Original) A method as recited in claim 5, wherein said programming of the reprogrammable 
memory operates to store an algorithm in the hearing aid device, the algorithm being used to 
enhance sound signals for a user of the hearing aid device. 

7. (Original) A method as recited in claim 6, wherein the network is the Internet, and wherein 
said method is implemented by a computer, 

8. (Original) A method as recited in claim 1, wherein the network is the Internet 

9. (Original) A method as recited in claim 1, wherein said method is implemented by a 
computer. 

1 0. (Previously Presented) A method for upgrading a hearing aid device, said method 
comprising: 

connecting the hearing aid device to a hearing aid programming system; 

electronically reading device information from the hearing aid device to the hearing aid 
programming system, the device information including at least a model indication and a serial 
number; 

coupling the hearing aid programming system to a remote hearing aid upgrade server 
through a network; 

requesting upgraded software for the hearing aid device from the remote hearing aid 
upgrade server based on the device information; 

receiving, at the hearing aid programming system, upgraded software for the hearing aid 
device from the remote hearing aid upgrade server through the network; and 

installing the upgraded software for the hearing aid device in the hearing aid device, 
whereby the hearing aid device thereafter operates in accordance with the upgraded software. 

1 1 . (Original) A method as recited in claim 10, wherein said method further comprises: 

AUD1P009 Page 3 10/037,766 

PAGE 6/17 * RCVD AT 4/1 1/2005 3:24:01 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVRiD^TO-ffXRF-1/2 * DNIS:87M3Q6 * CSID:1650961 8301 * DURATION (mm-s$):0W0 



APR. 1 1. 2005 1 1:28AM 16509618301 



NO. 755" —P. 7 



determining whether the hearing aid device is suitable for upgrade based on the device 
information. 

12. (Original) A method as recited in claim 10, wherein said method further comprises 

entering at least a password into the hearing aid programming system; and 
validating the password at the remote hearing aid upgrade server. 

13. (Original) A method as recited in claim 12, wherein said validating of the password must be 
successful in order for said receiving of the upgraded software to be performed. 

14. (Original) A method as recited in claim 10, wherein the hearing aid device comprises a 
reprogrammable memory, and 

wherein said installing comprises programming the reprogrammable memory of the 
hearing aid device in accordance with the upgraded software. 

15. (Original) A method as recited in claim 14, wherein said programming of the 
reprogrammable memory operates to store the upgraded software in the hearing aid device, the 
upgraded software being used to enhance sound signals for a user of the hearing aid device. ' 
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16. (Original) A method as recited in claim 10, wherein the network is the Internet 

17. (Original) A method as recited in claim 10, wherein said leading is performed by 
electronically reading the device information. 

18. (Cancelled). 

1 9. (Original) A method as recited in claim 10, wherein said requesting of the upgraded 
software sends the device information to the remote hearing aid upgrade server. 

20. (Original) A method as recited in claim 19, 

wherein said receiving comprises receiving returned device information from the remote 
hearing aid upgrade server through the network, and 

wherein said installing operates to install the upgraded software in the hearing aid device 
only when the device information obtained by said reading matches the returned device 
information, 

21 . (Original) A method as recited in claim 1 0, wherein said method further comprises; 

displaying a notification message that the hearing aid device has been modified such that 
refitting is needed. 

22. (Currently Amended) A method for providing software to upgrade a hearing aid device 
from a remote hearing aid server, said method comprising: 

receiving a request from a requesting machine to upgrade software for the hearing aid 

device; 

receiving device information for the hearing aid device from the requesting machine; 

determining appropriate upgraded software for the hearing aid device based on the device 
information; and 
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sending the appropriate upgraded software to the requesting deviceywhcreby the 
a p propriate upgraded ooftwaro is thereafter installed o n thr* hearing ai d d o viw; 

sending returned device information to the requesting device; and 

comparing the returned device information with the device information for the hearing 
aid device available from said receiving of the device mformatio n; and 

thereafter upgrading the hearing aid device in accordance with the appropriate iip «m,d»,l 
software provided to the requesting device when said com p aring indicates that the returned 
device information matches the devi ce information for the hearing aid devioe 

23. (Original) A method as recited in claim 22, wherein the device information is electronically 
read from the hearing aid device, 

24. (Cancelled). 

25. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 22, wherein the device information 
comprises at least a model indication and a serial number. 

26. (Currently Amended) A method as recited in claim 22, 

wherein said comparing is performed at the requesting device. ™d 

wherein said method further comprises r updating o f the hearing aid device is prevented 
preventing said sending the appropriate upgrad e d software to the requesting device when said 
comparing indicates that the returned device information does not match the device iriformation 
for the hearing aid device available from said receiving of the device iriformation. 
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27. (Original) A method as recited in claim 22, wherein said method further comprises: 
receiving a password provided by a requestor at the requesting device and 
validating the requestor based on the received password. 



28. (Original) A method as recited in claim 27, wherein said method further comprises: 

preventing said sending of the appropriate upgraded software to the requesting device 
when said validating indicates that me requestor is not validated. 



29. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium including at least computer program 
code for upgrading a hearing aid device, said computer readable medium comprising: 

computer program code for reading device information from the hearing aid device, the 
device information including at least a model indication and a serial number; 

computer program code for sending the device information to a hearing aid upgrade 
server via a network; 

computer program code for subsequently receiving upgrade data from the hearing aid 
upgrade server via the network, the upgrade data being, obtained at the hearing aid upgrade server 
based on the device information; and 

computer program code for sending ret urned device information to the request^ Aerf™- 

computer program code for comparing th e returned device information with the device 
information for the hearin g aid device, from said receiving of the device information: 

and 

computer program code for upgrading the hearing aid device based on the upgrade data 
provided^ that said comparing indicates that the returned device information matches the device 
information for the hearing aid device . 



30. (Previously Presented) A computer readable medium including at least computer program 
code for upgrading a hearing aid device, said computer readable medium comprising: 

computer program code for connecting the hearing aid device to a hearing aid 
programming system; 
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computer program code for electronically reading device information from the hearing 
aid device to the hearing aid programming system, the device information including at least a 
model indication and a serial number; 

computer program code for coupling the hearing aid programming system to a remote 
hearing aid upgrade server through a network; 

computer program code for requesting upgraded software for the hearing aid device from 
the remote hearing aid upgrade server based on the device information; 

computer program code for receiving, at the hearing aid programming system, upgraded 
software for Hie hearing aid device from the remote hearing aid upgrade server through the 
network; and 

computer program code for installing the upgraded software for the hearing aid device in 
the hearing aid device, whereby the hearing aid device thereafter operates in accordance with the 
upgraded software, 



31, (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium including at least computer program 
code for upgrading a hearing aid device from a remotely located hearing aid server, said 
computer readable medium comprising: 

computer program code for receiving a request from a requesting machine to upgrade die 
hearing aid device; 

computer program code for receiving device information for the hearing aid device from 
the requesting machine, the received device information including at least a model indication and 
a serial number; 

computer program code for determining appropriate upgrade data for the hearing aid 
device based on the device information; and 

computer program code for sending the appropriate upgrade data to the requesting 
devic e, whereby tho appropriate upgrade data k thereafter installed on the hearing aid devioo ; 

computer program code for sending returned device information to the requesting device: 

computer program code for comparing the returned dev ice ir>fhrm^ on with the received 
device information for the hearing aid device: and 
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computer program code for thereafter yagradjn g the hearing device in aficg^aBSS 
gi ft the appropriate upgraded software provided to the rap ing device rf,„ ^ mB w 
device information , matches the received device information for the hearing »i* dgyjgg 

32. (Previously Presented) A hearing aid upgrade server apparatus, comprising: 

means for receiving a request from a requesting machine to upgrade software for the 
hearing aid device; 

means for receiving device information for the hearing aid device from the requesting 
machine, the device information including at least a model indication and a serial number; 

means for determining appropriate upgraded software for the hearing aid device based on 
the device information; and 

means for sending the appropriate upgraded software to the requesting device, whereby 
the appropriate upgraded software is thereafter installed on the hearing aid device. 



33. (Original) A hearing aid upgrade server apparatus as recited in claim 32, wherein said 
apparatus further comprises: 

means for authenticating a requestor initiating the request from the requesting machine. 
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